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The future lies before us, like a sheet of driven snow.
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THE CHJF;CH "~ Anote from the editor ...
OF ENGLAND Hello!

Diocese of Leeds

- Welcome to the February edition, | couldn’t resist
» putting the photo that Grace Dronsfield took on our
P 'd ye I fQ I front cover, it gives hope that Spring is in the air and on

Growth ™"

There are lovely reflections from the popular, Churches

God of Mission Together Covenant Service (pg’s 13 & 19). Also Nigel
Who alone brings gives his thoughts on hospitality (pg 15). Finally | have
growth to your to mention, you may like it or you may not but Denis A
Church, has been busy this month tried to put a smile on your
Send your Holy Spirit face and he has a whole page to himself! (pg 20). -
to give Don't expect it every month Denis!

Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,
And power to our witness.
Help our church to grow

Thank you so much to those who have contributed this
month. It is great to see and read so many thoughts
and reflections from different people. As Lent is on the
horizon this month there is space to add yours too.

in numbers,
In spiritual commitment The next deadline of the magazine will be:
to you, Monday 20th February 2023

And in service to our

. Please send them via:
local community,

Through Jesus Christ melthamparishmagazine@gmail.com
our Lord. or
Amen. via the vicarage letterbox.

(150 Huddersfield Rd, HD9 4AL)

waw GodBless,
GEQWEN G Fiona.
Your Church
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Meltham Prayer Chain

Meltham Prayer chain has representatives from every church in
Meltham and serves to pray for any need or difficulty.

Confidentiality is always respected.
If you would like to ask for prayers to be said, please contact
Rev Peter Rolls 340342

\ Hester Deacon 657069 /




Holme Valley Pets & Supplies Ltd

Unit 10, Albion Mills, Miry Lane
Thongsbridge, Holmfirth HD9S 7HP

Eve Burrows

Shop: 01484 689999

Mobile: 07907 630622
holmevalleypetsandsuppliesitd@gmail.com

LEONARD SENIOR (Crosland Moor)

PLUMBER & HEATING ENGINEER

ALL TYPES OF HEATING WORK - ESTIMATES

34 Wilshaw Road, Wilshaw
Meltham, Holmfirth HD9 4DX

Tel: 01484 852111 safe




Letter from your Vicar.

Plan ahead, it wasn’t raining when Noah started building the ark.

No one would argue that this is anything but good advice. The problem is that life
isn’t always that straight forward. Sometimes unexpected things come along and
spoil all your good plans but even when you know what is coming it can be hard to
fit in time for planning ahead.

At this time each year we repeat a familiar conversation at clergy chapter. Who'’s
got their Lent courses ready? How is your planning for Easter going? And each
year there are those who look slightly smug and others who seem somewhat
surprised that it is all happening so soon after Christmas.

Personally, | am grateful for having colleagues to work with within our Parish and
this year I'm particularly grateful to my Baptist colleague Tim who has prepared a
lent course for Churches Together. There will be several opportunities each week
for people to join in with this and the details are available on page 16. The start of
Lent this year will be marked with a service of Holy Communion with Ashes at

St Bartholomew’s Church at 7:30pm on Ash Wednesday, 22™ February (all
welcome).

Elsewhere in the east of our deanery there are a number of Churches involved in a
more challenging planning process known as a pastoral reorganisation. The
parishes involved are Skelmanthorpe, Clayton West with High Hoyland and
Scissett, Lepton, Emley and Flockton, Cumberworth, Denby and Demby Dale,
Kirkburton, Shelly, and Shepley. A public consultation meeting is being held on
Wednesday the 1% of February which | will attend. The result of this process may
see changes to parishes and benefices, and will determine the allocation of clergy.
The overall aim is to ensure both the provision of ministry and sustainability.

You may or may not have already been aware of this, but | am aware that the idea
of such substantial change can be very disturbing. At this time | am not aware of
any thoughts or plans for our parish to become involved in any such reorganisation
process. | hope that the very public process in the south of our deanery will help
reassure anyone who is concerned that these things are not done in secret.

Please pray for the people of those Churches that are involved, that a plan can be
found which will enable ministry in all these parishes to thrive.

God bless

Reverend John (Vicar)



= " FUNERAL SERVICE

Our family looking after yours
when you need us most

Our reputation has been built on trust and e LICENSED AND QUALIFIED

f@CUﬂ"T\endﬂliOn, we pride UUfS‘:‘IF’E‘S in FUN[RAL D'RECTORS
giving the highest standard of service. We

help and guide family members through o SERVING ALL AREFAS SINCE 1920
difficult decisions and legal requirements.
* NAFD & SAIF APPROVED PREMISES

Each funeral is tailored to the personal
requirements of the family and carried out
with dignity and respect.

PROPRIETOR ~ CLIVE PEARSON Dy 11 MBSO, MER

1o ey »

Telephone 01484 844289 / 01484 688575
www.pearson-funerals.co.uk

Find us on €

PREPAID FUNERAL PLANS « ROLLS-ROYCE FLEET AVAILABLE « FUNERAL CATERING
FLORAL TRIBUTES « MONUMENTAL MASONRY « 24 HOUR SERVICH




GOING GREENER -
Moving towards an Eco Church

J
7 _-:,;/ ‘And God saw that the world and all that was in it, was very
- good.’ Genesis Ch 1v 31

Goodness, it's February already! The days are definitely getting a bit longer.
Snowdrops are nodding in clumps across the grass while daffodils determinedly
point towards the sky. Spring must be on the way!

The season of Lent begins in February, on Ash Wednesday, the 22™. Lent lasts
for six weeks and can be used as a time for spiritual reflection and some self
discipline. I'm hoping that | will feel encouraged and inspired to take Environment,
Green eco stuff more seriously again. I've not really got back into it since
Christmas! One thing | am definitely going to do is eat less meat. | was shocked to
discover how much Co2 is created by producing one kg of beef. It's the same as if
you went on a 300 mile round trip while leaving all your lights on at home! That’s
awful!

| hope to be joining one of the Lent study groups in the parish organised by
Meltham Churches Together. | will endeavour to use some of the time thinking
about the state of the world and asking how we can work with God to live our lives
more sustainably with regard to the needs of our beautiful planet.

The Diocese of Leeds has sent some good ideas to help us through a Greener
Lent so | thought | would share some of them with you.

1. For each day of Lent, pray for one thing in creation that you really care about,
for example, the birds and wild life you see in your garden, the food you
enjoy, the car you drive. Thank God for it; lament if it is being damaged by
human action or if it causing harm - ask for wisdom and Christ’s renewal.

2. Set aside time each week in Lent to go for a walk (or look out of our window if
you are not able) and actively appreciate God’s creation, remembering that

we are wholly dependent on it for our survival.

3. Pray for our local community and any local environment projects which are
being undertaken.

Have a good Lent, and as always,
God bless us in our efforts.

Jenny Mathers. -Environment Champion




CROSSROADS CENTRE (0

Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed
You, or thirsty and give You something to drink? When did we see You a stranger
and take You in? And the King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’

Adapted from Matthew Chapter 25

The invitation to practise hospitality is the invitation, to eat with Jesus.
Jonathan Wilson Hartgrove writes ‘Jesus is coming for supper tonight’ and he’s not
alone.....he’s standing at your door with someone whose name you don’t know yet

As winter approached there was a call to provide warm friendly spaces in our
communities. This gave us the chance to welcome more people in to our buildings.
Along with the Methodists and Baptists the Crossroads Centre took the opportunity
to provide hot drinks and refreshments and create a space for our visitors to keep
warm, and to enjoy fellowship and good company for a couple of hours each
Wednesday morning.

-~f'\' - ‘ The Sustainable Sewing bees made draught
b excluders and we were able to provide

' blankets kindly provided by NB fabrics

[ e Limited (Thank you so much) For every
blanket sold to a local person they gifted one to
the Crossroads Project / Foodbank. Over 70
have already been provided and are being

distributed to those in need.

Warm Spaces: The Methodist Church ‘Together Tuesday’ 10am till 12 noon.
Coffee cake, tea and biscuits -

The Baptist Church: 12.45pm till 5pm — Refreshments
served

Crossroads Centre - WWarm and Welcoming Wednesday ™=
10am till 1pm. Refreshments and fun!

All Welcome

Thanks as always for your prayers and support

Sue Priestley
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Crossroads Foodbank News

In the last newsletter, we were coming up to Christmas and busy,
busy, busy. The lovely community stepped up, and made sure we
had the provisions to spread some cheer. The heads of the local
schools requested special Christmas goodies bags for households
who need a bit of extra cheer. We delivered these to dozens of
families. It's important that we reach out to people, sometimes pride
prevents those who need it most coming forward.

Although times are trying, many groups and individuals within Meltham made us a
special cause before Christmas, and gave much needed funding. Holmfirth Lions
and Holmfirth Rotary gave generously. | went to the Friend to Friend monthly lunch
at the Methodists’ and was presented with a donation they had raised. Rachael at
Morrison’s Meltham chose us as her cause for the Giving Tree, and it exceeded
expectations. Taytrans in Meltham Mills, Kirk at the Sports and Community Centre,
Andrew and Caroline Wellings with wool blankets, Huddersfield Grammar Year 7
and 8, George Haigh Butchers. Then there are all the anonymous donations. The
list goes on... It’s as if there’s a local will to ensure that no-one in the area should
go without.

Now we’re into the New Year, the leaner times of winter beckon, but we’re still here
and it’s likely that the need for us won’t be going away any time soon. If you know
of anyone who may benefit from what we do, please send them our way.

Bless you all

Chris Sinclair

Please continue to contribute to Meltham Food Bank
They especially need the following items:

Semi Skimmed or Whole long life milk, Canned meat meals, Tuna,

Eggs, Breakfast Cereal, Jam. Other helpful items include; Coffee, Sugar,
washing up liquid, Toiletries e.g shampoo, shaving cream, shower gel, toothpaste,
soap and feminine hygiene products. -

Drop into the bins at the Coop in Meltham and Netherton. Fresh &
frozen veg welcome but these must be delivered to the centre only.

Financial donations are also welcome.

Post through the centre door, labelled clearly ‘Food bank’. Mon - Fri 10—12.30.
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Keswick Convention 20237 By Mike Still

Have you ever been to a Christian Convention? - There are many different ones,
| know Greenbelt & Spring Harvest, are favourites.

Debbie and | have always found them inspirational. Our first was Downs in East
Sussex. which partnered The Dales (yep we are that old). Each year we were
camping at a Bible week with 4 young children, we know they played a part in the
fact that 3 of our 4 have strong ongoing adult faiths. Downs became the famous
Stoneleigh and we must be one of the few families apart from the leaders who
went to every one of those.

Over the last few years we have been with Jane Collins and others to ‘New Wine’,
and ‘One Event’ at Lincoln. THEN COVID STOPPED EVERYTHING.

Along with others it is our dream and vision to find an event that would best fit with
people of Meltham Churches. There is something really special, strengthening
and upbuilding about taking a week away together as a church/parish.

Last year we tried ‘Keswick Convention’ with our son and daughter in law, (Steven
and Sophie). It was great we camped in the heat wave!
We think Keswick may be the best fit for us as a Parish.

Why?
1. its FREE! - all you need is your accommodation.
There is opportunity to donate, with no obligation.

WHATAR

o

7,

|

2. You are not all camping!! -Yep there are local IRESSES
campsites and we would need to book quick, but there’s also a Premier Inn
opposite as well as all the other Lake District accommodation. There are
many options other than camping.

3. The eventis in the town centre of Keswick so everyone travels in. That
means there are plenty of opportunities to meet up together for coffee etc.

4. MOST important, the teaching is excellent, broad based and understandable,
you can go to as much or little as you like. This years theme is being ‘Human’

5. lts for the family too with a wide range of Quality youth and children events.
6. Its close enough that even if you cant mange a week you can do a few days.

7. ltis not over pressured, there’s plenty of time to relax and most of the
sessions (although follow a theme) are stand alone sessions.

The convention runs over 3 weeks, but | suggest we go for the middle one,
which is the first week of the school holidays. 22" to 28" July

Interested?
see https://keswickministries.org/about-keswick-convention/2023-convention
Or talk to Mike and Debbie Still for more info.
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A Covenant with God - The Methodist Covenant Prayer

‘I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing, put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,
exalted for you, or brought low for you;
let me be full, let me be empty,
let me have all things, let me have nothing:
| freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and | am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.'

Did you pray this Methodist Covenant Prayer at the United Covenant service on
the 3rd Sunday? If, like me, you did, what difference does it make? In one sense
none at all if you regularly pray the Lord’s Prayer. ‘Thy will be done’ sums up
everything in the Covenant Prayer by inviting God to take control of every aspect of
our lives. When we pray this, like the worship song | have just enjoyed listening to,
we ‘surrender all’ to Jesus. Where the Covenant Prayer differs, and becomes even
more challenging, | believe, is in inviting God to put us to suffering, or be laid aside,
brought down low, or empty.

Not what we would choose or, normally what we tend to value in the church. Rather
we speak of ministry, when we do things, whether it be preaching and teaching,
praying or caring; using our gifts, whatever they may be, to the best of our ability in
God’s service.

W.H. Vanstone in his book, The Stature of Waiting points, put that Jesus’ greatest
works were not the things He did, but rather what happened because He was
handed over to his enemies and horrible things, were done to Him. Our salvation
comes through His suffering and death. In His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane
He surrendered to God’s will, knowing what it would cost and trusting in His
Father’s promise of resurrection.

As we get older our strength and abilities decline, slowly we pray, but surely. If we
are spared the day will come when we can no longer do things for God. We will be
set aside, we may suffer and we may wonder what God is doing or even where He
is in our struggles. It is now we need to hold on to the promise that Jesus is with us.
Nothing can separate us from His love for us, not even death. This is God’s
Covenant with us and it will never fail. Therefore we have hope and can encourage
each other as we continue life’s journey into another year whatever the
circumstances.

Rev Martyn Crompton
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Ha”’ D@Slg n Glenn Cope Garage Doors
% 53 All types of garage doors
Ot
y\ 0® Repaired, Automated,

Alison Dean Supplied and fitted.
is your local hairdresser Phone Glenn
29 Greensend Road 01484 647650
Meltham, HDa9 SNW
Tel. 850234 53 Lower Wellhouse, Golcar
Appointments not always
necessary

Need Help?

FRIENDLY @ HONESTe HARDWORKING e RELIABLE

e general painting & decorating ® gardening maintenance
e cat feeding whilst away e help with shopping
e car washing ® cleaning e ironing

Contact David
Phone: 01484 844307, Text only: 07789161232
Email: wmd3millers@gmail.com
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Grace and Hospitality

50 years ago in 1973 plans were set in hand that would
change my life. And it was all as a result of grace and
hospitality.

| was studying Law at University of Warwick and it was my

final year. My plan was to go to College of Law in Chester to study for Law Society
exams. But | knew no-one in Chester. Where to begin? Through a friend of a friend
| was put in touch with Eric and Barbara Barwick. They had a plant nursery but had
never contemplated taking a an unknown student in. But they did. They were
gentle, kind, perceptive and they loved Jesus. They made me feel part of their
family — they had a son and two daughters. Little did | know that Gill, their youngest
daughter would marry Dave Cooke, the founder of Teams4U — they’d just started
going out when | was living there. It was the simple acts of kindness that made the
difference to me — Barbara would light a fire in the front room each morning for me
to use as a study. They taught me what true hospitality meant.

But where to live after Chester? | was starting a job at Eaton Smith and Downey in
Huddersfield. | didn’t want to live at home again with my parents after having been
at University. A friend told me that Rev Eddie Roberts and his wife were committed
to building the church at St James as a community with a real commitment to one
another. They believed that the Church is the body of Christ and that God gives the
gifts to enable the church to grow and serve.

He recommended that | contact Ed and Pam. They didn’t know me. They had two
young daughters but they welcomed me into their family and even eventually
allowed me to paint my bedroom wall orange! The plans were made in 1973 for me
to move into the Vicarage at Meltham Mills in March 1974! It was a remarkable
time at St James. The Roberts had given their cellars over to the Cellar Dwellers
Youth Group where life-changingly | met Sue. Captain John Smith came to faith as
did his sister Pam. She also moved into the Vicarage — as did a young man
recently released from custody. This was a bold move which didn’t work out — but
Pam and Eddie were prepared to give it a go.

May be when | left University there may have been an element of “I know it all”
about me — just may be! But living with both families taught me so much. |
experienced what it was to live out faith, not simply intellectually with all the
doctrinal boxes ticked, but on a day to day basis having some of my more jagged
edges smoothed down a little. It gave me an example of open welcome which on
occasions Sue and | have been called to follow.

In Romans 12 v13 Paul encourages the church to “contribute to the needs of the
saints, practicing hospitality” If 50 years ago, the Barwicks and the Roberts hadn’t
been obedient to this call, my life would have been very different.

Nigel Priestly

15



Lent Groups

The Lent groups will begin week commencing 27th February.

They will last for 5 weeks. This year the material has been
prepared by Rev Tim Mountain from Meltham Baptist Church.

You would be welcome to any group.
Monday 8pm - 6 Woodland Walk
Tuesday 2pm - St Bartholomew’s Church
Tuesday Eve - via Zoom (details tbc)
Wednesday 11am - Meltham Methodist Church
Thursday 2pm - Meltham Baptist Church

To join any of these groups please can you indicate on the ‘sign up’ sheet which will
be available in the Church after Sunday Services.

Greenacres Care Home Services

1:30pm for 2pm start. Tuesday 14th February - Songs of Praise

1.30pm for 2pm start. Tuesday 28th February - Holy Communion.

These services are popular with the residents and it would be lovely to have a
couple of helpers to help support these services.

Please get in touch with Rev Denis Shields if you can be of help.

Every group needs a WhatsApp! g

Thinking of Springtime means grass growing and then needs

cutting. Our Loyal band of helpers have done so well over the

last few years. But | am thinking it would be so much easier to WhatsApp
keep in touch with each other if we had our own WhatsApp group.

Thinking this through a bit more, there are so many jobs that we do and need
doing not just for the church property, but helping each other and the
Community. Therefore | am hoping to form a Church Help WhatsApp. There
will be no obligation, But an opportunity to make a difference.

For example someone might be looking at one of our buildings and think that
it could really do with a spring clean. If we could get 3 or 4 to help we could
do it in a few hours. Simple appeal on WhatsApp, and the jobs done.

If you would be willing to be on this Group please Text Mike on 07867951512
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As agreed at our Parochial Church Council (PCC) meeting on the
30th November 2022. Until April, there will be a Sunday church service
at 9.30am & 11.15am weekly. Normal services to resume on Easter Day.

Service pattern for New year 2023

February
5" St James 9:30am and St Mary’s 11:15am

12" St Bartholomew’s 9:30am and Christ Church 11:15am

19" St James 9:30am and St Mary’s 11:15am

22" St Bartholomew’s 7:30pm (Ash Wednesday communion)
26™ St Bartholomew’s 9:30am and Christ Church 11:15am

March

5" St James 9:30am and St Mary’s 11:15am

12" St Bartholomew’s 9:30am and Christ Church 11:15am
19" St James 9:30am and St Mary’s 11:15am

26™ St Bartholomew’s 9:30am and Christ Church 11:15am

Please Note:

- The first Sunday in the month (9.30am) will be a Family Sunday service
where people of ALL ages can join in the fun.

- On Easter Day (9th April) all Parish Churches will resume their normal
Sunday service pattern.

So far, there
has been A
many who are ||
enjoying being|
able to
worship
together.
Especially
when there’s
cake
afterwards!
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COMPUTER HELP!

Home Visits v 7 Days a Week
Virus & Spyware Removal
PC Setup & Installations

Repairs & Maintenance
Wif1 & Internet Issues
Data Recovery ~ v' Systems Re-Loaded

Windows PC, Iphone & Android Viewing
Installation and Setup Available
Contact Paul Mob: 07976952392

Email: paul@buildcomputers.co.uk

ideal carehomes

XN NSNNS

Greenacres | Huddersfield Road, Meltham HD9 4AL
01484 855 393
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St Mary’s Report

On New Year's Day Rev Martin Crompton led a united service of Holy Communion
at 10.30am at St Bartholomew's Church. There was no service at St Mary's that
day.

Due to the energy crisis our normal pattern of services has had to be changed as
the cost of heating all 4 churches through the winter, every Sunday is more than we
can afford. On Sunday 8th January there was a service at St James' at 9.30am and
a service of Holy Communion at St Mary's at 11.15am to which members of St
Bartholomew's and Christ Church were invited and welcomed. Rev John was
celebrant and spoke about how the Christmas story is full of surprises not leastwise
and of which is the fact that the wise men who came to the stable were gentiles
coming to worship and be accepted by the Jewish Messiah. This symbolises God's
acceptance of all people. St Mary's service was held in the Sunday school with
people there and on zoom . Congratulations were offered to Lay Reader Jacqueline
France who has gained a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theology. The award
ceremony took place at Durham Cathedral on January 5th and we are so proud of
her.

On Sunday 15th January there was no service at St Mary's to allow everyone the
opportunity to attend the Covenant Service at the Methodist church.

United Covenant Service

All six congregations from Meltham came together on Sunday 15th January for a
United Covenant Service. Rev Andrew Marchington (Methodist minister) led the
service along with Rev Tim Mountain (Baptist minister) and Rev John Dracup
(Vicar of Meltham). Over 100 people shared Holy Communion and we re-dedicated
ourselves to loving and serving God and each other for the coming year. As well as
those in church the service was on line for people at home. Our thanks go to
readers John Crosland and Judy Kenworthy, to our clergy and to those who
assisted at communion. Gillian was organist and Lizanne worked the power point.
Thanks also to our hosts at Meltham Methodist Church for making us so welcome
and for providing refreshments following the service.
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New Year Resolutions for 2024 (i.e if I'm still around. )
1. Not to make any resolutions. Today is the 6th January 2023 and | haven’t kept
any of my New Year Resolutions for this year so far.

Boxing Day 2023 The annual swim in the Channel at Dover went well. 187 went
into the Channel, 857 came out!!!

New Years Eve 2023 [I've found out that my relationship with whisky is on the
rocks. (Virtually tea total now. Haven’t even had a drop of Communion wine for
about 3 years. )

Things I've found out.

e Did you know that if you have to wear a mask and goggles you may be entitled
to condensation? (oh dear!)

 Did you know that water is heavier than Butane, because Butane is lighter
Fuel? (oh dear, dear!!)

e Did you know that before the crowbar was invented, Crows had to drink at
home in their nest? (Oh dear, dear, dear!!!)

e Did you know that kleptomaniacs always take things literally?

e Did you know that some people are wise? Some are otherwise, (I’'m one of the
latter) - You must be too if you keep reading Denis A’s rubbish every month in
the magazine.

Accidents
A man fell into an upholstery machine, but reports say he is now fully re-covered.

There was a huge fight at a Sea food restaurant, in Huddersfield, there was
battered fish everywhere. They plaice was a mess.

Truisms? When | was a young boy my Mum used to send me to the Co-op to
do the weekly shopping and gave me £2 for it. | used to come back with 2 loaves of
bread, 3 bottles of milk, a bag of sugar, a packet of tea, bacon, 6 eggs and some
sweets. You couldn’t do that now, there are too many security camera’s.

Outdoor Pursuits: Leader - “Armstrong, | didn't see you at the camouflage practice
today”. | replied “Thank you Sir”. (Think about it!)

When June was in hospital a lady in the next bed asked the Doctor “How often do
patients die during the procedure I'm having?” “Just once” replied the doctor.

And Finally: If you get an email in Dec with a link to Cliff Richards ‘Best songs at
Christmas’, don’t open it, ‘cos it’s a link to Cliff Richards ‘Best songs at Christmas.’

God Bless One & All, Denis A.
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MY DISHES
By Pam Murgatroyd

| have seven dishes that make up a set, with one that’s bigger than the rest.
This one is for serving, the rest eating puds, because bigger isn’t always the best.

I've had my dishes for so much time that the pattern is now obsolete,
But if any of them were to go missing, my set would be incomplete.

Well, that is just what happened at our lunch on Christmas Day,
There were lots of people and dishes too few so | lent them some, as is my way.

After Christmas when we had cleared up, decorating in the hall had begun,

The plastering had started to be ready for paint so some of the work had been
done.

Other crockery was stored away, in the hope of keeping it clean,
But for all we searched the whole place, my dishes could not be seen.

They weren'’t of any value, but a present to us from good friends,
For a while | felt really sad at their loss, that’s not where my story ends.

On Sunday a call came from Anne, while sorting cutlery in the church hall,

At the back of a cupboard my dishes she’d found, now they’re home safe and
weren’t lost at all.

THANK YOU ANNE FOR YOUR PERSEVERANCE

Can you do this Sudoku?

Answer on pg 25
K e
=/ 6 7 3219
9 1
T 4,16 795
| 6 1
13118 4 6
2, |7]4
e |84

2 2013 KrazyDad com
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DIMPS

é Vill

11 Station Street
Meltham, Holmfirth
HD9 5NX
tel. 01484 850960
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Helme Ladies Report

January 17th was our first meeting of the year, and we were back in the
Church Hall. Thank goodness we were meeting in the Church Hall,
everywhere was white and covered in ice so | only had a fairly short walk.
When | left home you would have thought | was going on an expedition to
Everest, thick coat, scarf, gloves, thick socks, hiking boots and most
importantly my walking pole. | needed that pole to keep me upright on the icy
pavements and paths.

We were going to play Bag Whist, we arranged ourselves around the tables
and the cry was “does anyone know how to play”? Well, no-one did, most
knew how to play whist, so we muddled along. There were lots of laughs as
each game had silly prizes and different partners as we moved around the
tables. If we play it again, | think | know how it works. We finished the morning
with coffee and a right good natter.

Upcoming Events held at Meltham Church Hall at 10am.
Jan 31 st AGM

Feb 14 th Valentines themed poetry
Feb 28 th Beetle Drive

= @0 %@ A .
S T S

The Stage Company 2023 Pantomime - Snow White

Welcome to The Stage Company’s 2023 Pantomime, Snow White. All the
usual characters are here - Snow White, The Wicked Queen, The handsome
Prince and of course sever dwarfs! There are also some others, who have
managed to push themselves in... The Cook and her two useless helpers,
not to mention the Queen’s peevish side-kicks, Pick and Mix. Also look out
for the pesky Castle Fox who leads the kitchen staff a merry dance!

The Pantomime runs from 1st to 4th March in the Meltham Parish Hall.
Tickets are available from : The Flower Box, Market Place, Meltham

Or by calling 01484 684998.

(See Poster on the back cover)
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Saturday Coffee Mornings

9.30am - 12pm at Meltham Parish Hall, hosted by local organisations.
4th February - West Yorkshire Dog Rescue.

11th February - St Bartholomew’s Church
() 18th February - Stage Co.
[U 25th February - Probus
MDR(\ IING 4th March - To be held at the Methodist Hall.

Magazine Subscription monies are now due.

To those whom it concerns, please can you pay your subscription of £10 to
your regular distributor.

If you would like to join a subscription list then please get in contact with
Catherine Moulson who will be able to help. (Tel: 850171)

EXPERIENCE &

Following the disappointment of 2020 and 2021
I’m going to have one last try at leading a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

It will be a ten-day trip departing from Manchester
on 28th August 2023.

If you would like to join me you can look at the website for
McCabe Pilgrimages and you can email me
maureen.read09@btinternet.com.

You will find a comprehensive itinerary and a booking form.

| would love for you to come with me on the trip of a lifetime.
Revd. Maureen
XXX
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Weddings - A gift of God in Creation & a means of His grace

Baptisms - we welcome you into the Lord’s family

Funerals - May they rest in peace
Jeffry Bagnal, Doreen Read, Dominic Morris,

Mary (Mamie) Sharples, Margaret Worthington

Anyone wishing to have their loved ones names included in the book of Remembrance at
St Bartholomew’s please contact Jean Collison : Telephone 851816
(there is a small fee of £5 for church expenses)
To contact our vicar Rev John Dracup: 07983 937132 parishofchristtheking@gmail.com

709. £50. Vacant

641. £10. Mr C Gee

486. £10. Mrs. B Jennings
031. £10. Mrs A Topping
438. £10. Mrs F Whittaker.

200 CLUB : St Bartholomews Flowers
January Winners:

7% The following flowers have

been placed on the

Communion Table in St
Barts church by:

Want to join the 200 club? 5th Feb - Mr & Mrs B Gregory

It costs just 25p per week (£13 pa). ::S:E Egg : \I\gcga‘rll\frs F Kaye
For more info, please contact either:
Michael Farrel 07768258257 26th Feb - Lent (No Flowers)
m.farrellphd@btinternet.com
David Earnshaw 341968, Flowers are a lovely way to
C Moulson 850171 remember loved ones or to

celebrate that special occasion. If

you would like to put flowers on
the Communion Table in church
we do have dates available.
Please contact:
Catherine Moulson (850171)

3165(9|6|4(1]|8|7]|:2
112|4]8|7|9]5|6]3 _
6|7(8]5[a[2]9|1]|4 Solution
513|5|7|+4|6]|2|8| tothe
4(1|6]3(2|8)7|9]|s5 Sudoku
7/8]2]|9]s|5]|4]3]]0nPage
5|9 (3)1|8|7]2]|4a]|6 21
2(6|7]4(5|3]11(8|9

THE BABY JESUS STARTS TEETHING. 8|a4|1]2(9|6]3(5|7
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SERVING FAMILIES SINCE 1929

Taking the greatest care

Funerals
Prepaid Funeral Plans

Memorials

We're here for you anytime.
Whatever your wishes or budget, we can pravide a funeral to suit you.

T. W. BIRKS & SON FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Woodhead Road 317 Meltham Road
Holmfirth HD9 2PR Netherton HD4 7EX

01484 683322 01484 665115
-
—
Dignity
dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

We're proud to be a Dignity Funeral Director, proviting exceptional services to families across the UK

RADCLIFFE FUNERAL SERVICE

INCORPORATING F. LINDLEY & SON

16 Westgate, The Lindens, New Road,
Honley, Kirkheaton,

Holmfirth, Huddersfield,

HD9 6AA. HDS 0JB,

01484 662324 01484 535853

www.radcliffefuneralservice.co.uk

Gwen, Andrew and James Schofield

Golden Charter *

An Independent family business established 1964
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Treatments

- Hard skin removal

- Corn removal

« Nail cutting
-Ingrowing toe nails
Cracked heels
‘Verruca treatments
-Fungal nails
-Biomechanical issues

Home Visiting service

To book an appointment please call:\ £l IR E YL

All Podiatrists are r with the HCPC and the Royal For further information please email:
College of Podiatry, DBS checked and fully insured. chiropodyandpodiatrydu@gmail.com

Andrew P, Lockwood HOME HELP

MinstChp.  (CCM (Sheffield) Personal Care
Shopping

Chiropodist Preparing meals

All Foot Ailments Treated
CORNS - CALLOUSES (Hard Skin)
VERRUCAE

15 years experience
ATHLETE’S FOOT. Etc CRB checked
References available

Home Visits—Prompt Attention Ring Sue on 07712 458555
Telephone:01484—687632
Mobile; 07971355078
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Meltham’s newest
opticians

allegro

optical

FREE

£49°,

Professional
& affordable

Allegro Optical - 1-3 Station Street - Meltham - HDS SNX
T 01484 807030 - info@allegrooptical.co.uk + www.allegrooptical.co.uk
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= " Telephone: 01484 656156 (24hrs)
TAYLOR FUNERAL SERVICE

Funeral Homes at:

The Mount

2 Cowlersley Lane
Huddersfield

HD4 5TY

www.taylor-funerals.co.uk
PRE PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE

Family Ethics,
Family Values

Dene End F.H.
North Road
Kirkburton
HD8 ORW

Do you need help with your
cleaning and shopping?
Are you, or do you know an elderly
person?
Reliable, Trustworthy Person
available
For details and to discuss your

needs ring SARA
On: 01484 845535

Electrician

Do you find it difficult to get
someone to come and do a
small job?

¢ Extra Lights
¢ Additional sockets
¢ New Fuse Boards ¢ Rewires
¢ New installations
¢ Fault finding and Repairs
¢ Qualified Electrician
¢ Fully Insured ¢ Reliable Service
¢ Tidy Work ¢ Free Quote
¢ Flexible Hours
¢ Reasonably Priced
¢ Satisfaction Guaranteed
I will assure you of a quick
response, and a reasonably
priced service...

Call Terry on: 01484 941029

or 07454 474759
info@TLElectricalHD.co.uk

Find us on

S8 - B facebook.
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COMMUNITY CARDS

Community Cards is a registered charity in Huddersfield making a variety of
greetings cards, tags, notebooks etc. sold in support of The Welcome Centre,
Huddersfield and in doing so provides a place where people can come along, meet
new friends, and be part of a team working together for a common purpose. There
are various groups around the area with others working in their own homes.

MELTHAM GROUP

This past year we have been up and running
once again after the problems of Covid

We meet each Friday morning 10.30.am to
12.30am until Easter when we will change to
10.00am to 12noon when we will then meet
alongside the Shoebox project.

This past year we have sent £1,000 to the
Community Cards Treasurer for the work of
the Welcome Centre but we have to
remember that this is not all profit as
‘Community Cards’ provides us with most of )
the resources we need to produce but we are P
pleased with this amount.

We want to say thanks for all the support we have been given over the year by:-
+ those who let us have their used greetings cards,

those who work in our Meltham Team

those outlets where we are able to sell our cards

those who buy the cards we make

and thanks go to St James’ Church who provide a warm area where we

can meet and the storage space that we need.

* & o o

Please continue to help by letting us have your used greetings cards and by buying
our cards and also if you would like to join our Meltham Team please contact me for
more details, bearing in mind that being artistic is not a criteria of joining the group,
as some people think, but rather a willingness to be part of our team working
together to do this work.

Christine Rolls — 01484 340342
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YOU are invited to come to the Parish of
Meltham’s...

Pancake Party!

On Shrove Tuesday, 21st February
Meltham Parish Hall (opp St Barts Church)
From 3.30pm till 5pm

Open to all, Children need to be accompanied.

What’s your favourite topping?
Want to discover new ones?

Then come along and share together your creations
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1ST- 4TH MARCH 2023

Seript by:
Jonny Yates email: jonnyyates199o o hotmail.co,uk
Additional text by Kirsty Haigh

\\\\\

Adults £9 Concessions £6

Wednesday 7:15pm
Thursday 7:15pm
Friday 7:15pm
Saturday 1:30pm/6:30pm

Ao s e e

Tickets Available from:
The Flower Box, Market Place, Meltham,
or by calling 01484 684998
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