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Churches Together Remembrance Service. 

It was a beautiful sunny Autumn day as a very large number of people gathered 
outside St Bartholomew's Church for the Remembrance Sunday Service.  

Meltham and Meltham Mills Band led the parade through the town and 
representatives of lots of different community  groups including the British 
Legion and Scout and Guides.  Members of Meltham Council and other 
community groups, laid wreaths at the war memorial. Rev John Dracup led the 
service assisted by people from various churches in Meltham.  

The service was also available on PowerPoint inside the church for those who 
needed shelter or a seat. The band accompanied the hymns and a good sound 
system enabled everyone to hear. The church and church yard just like recent 
years, were beautifully designed with poppies and those in the churchyards 
were ‘planted’ by the guides. At 11am a 2 minute silence was observed as we 
remembered those who have died in war.  

TreatFest 

Thank you ‘Team Meltham’ for supporting Treat Fest once again it was a huge 

success. We can never tell exactly how many people come through the door but 

we know it was in excess of 100 of all ages.  

That means over a hundred people experienced a really safe and fun alternative 

Halloween party where we proclaimed that Jesus is the light of the world.  As well 

as lots of games, slime, hot chocolate, craft and eating either donuts (see below) or 

marshmallow decorating.  Not to mention the many sweets they went home with! 



 

3 

Carols in the park. Photo credit Fiona D Cover 

Remembrance Service / Treatfest Inside cover 

Parish Officials Page 4 

A Note from the Editor Page 5 

A Letter from your Vicar Page 7 

Joy to the World Page 8  

Crisis Page 9 

Meltham Parish and care for the world we live in Page 11 

Crossroads Project Page 12 - 13 

Meltham Shoebox Project /From the Registers Page 15 

Forest Church Christingle / Weekly Services Page 16  

Christmas Services Page 17 

200 Club / Flowers / Coffee Morning Page 19 

Just for Fun  Page 21 

Helme Ladies Page 23 

Wild Worship Page 24 

St Mary’s Report Page 25 

Poets Corner Page 30  

Forest Church Christingle Page 31 

Happy Christmas Back Cover 

In this issue … 

 “Jesus comes not for the super-spiritual, but for the 
wobbly and for the weak-kneed who know they don’t 

have it all together, and who are not too proud to accept 
the handout of amazing grace. ”  

           – Brennan Manning 
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Meltham Prayer Chain 

Meltham Prayer chain has representatives from every church in 

Meltham and serves to pray for any need or difficulty. 

Confidentiality is always respected. 

If you would like to ask for prayers to be said, please contact 

Christine Rolls   340342 

Hester Deacon   657069 

A note from the editor … 

Thank you. Thank you, Thank you! 

 

My dear readers and supporters, I am sorry to say this 

magazine will be the last edition of the Parish 

Magazine. It has been going for over 100 years in 

various forms but after my current role of nearly 6 

years being editor my time has come to close down my 

laptop! Thank you for all your support. 

However, we still have an amazing edition to read, 

even if it is a tad late (as usual). So please turn to page 

8 as Joyce shares her latest read, learn about how kind 

you generous people of Meltham have been at both the 

Crisis coffee morning (pg9) and the shoeboxes (pg 15). 

We have lots of Christmas events coming up so please 

turn to the centre pages and get them up on your 

calendar. As well as hear about those who have done 

great things like Wilshaw (pg 24) and the wonderful 

ladies of Helme (pg 23). 

Thank you once again to those who have supported 
me and the magazine by sending submissions in, you 
have really helped me out and made this magazine 

what it is. 

 

God Bless,   
Fiona.  
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Letter from your Vicar 

“Many people hate any change that doesn’t jingle in their pocket”.  

But sometimes it is difficult to see how a change can be “a good thing”.  

For Joseph the gift of a child, as recorded in Matthew chapter 1, was a change he 

didn’t really want. Although he was engaged to Mary, her pregnancy would be 

grounds for divorce. Not surprisingly, with the associated social disgrace, Joseph 

wanted to divorce Mary quietly. However, God intervened in a dream: ‘The virgin 

will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel, which 

means, God with us.’ In a scary and uncertain world, what does the message of 

Immanuel say to us today? 

God is present with us; God assured Joseph that He was working in all that Joseph 

was going through. The eternal and creator God entered time and space as a baby. 

This baby is both uniquely divine but also fully human. This means that we can 

know God personally, not just know about Him. The Holy Spirit is committed to 

making Jesus’ life and character real in us, and bringing meaning to our 

circumstances, just as He worked in Mary’s life. 

God is on our side; Christmas touches some raw nerves in our lives, including 

stress, family rows, loneliness and financial pressures. However, God does not 

remain aloof from our experiences. In Jesus He enters our world of hopes and 

fears, joys and disappointments. He understands what we are going through, as He 

is alongside us. By the cross and resurrection, He gave His life that we might know 

His love, joy, peace and forgiveness. 

This is the last issue of our parish magazine after around 100 years and while there 

are a number of good reasons for this change, I fully understand that it will be 

missed by many of you. I don’t wish to list those reasons here as I would rather use 

this opportunity to thank all those who have been involved in producing the 

magazine for so many years. So, thank you to all those who have contributed 

articles and all who have read them, and a special thanks to all those who have 

edited it over the years. And a great big thank you to our current/retiring editor 

Fiona, my wife, who picked this up as sole editor during 

the lockdown of March 2020. Like Joseph, more 

volunteered than volunteer, she has worked extremely 

hard on this since then and now needs to focus her 

time and energy elsewhere (particularly our son Jack). 

I hope she will find some time for herself too. 

For Joseph, as well as us, the Christmas message is 

one of hope in a changing and uncertain world. He is 

our Immanuel (‘God with us’) let us entrust ourselves to 

Him for the coming year. 

God bless, Reverend John (Vicar) 
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Joy To the World 

 

I’m currently reading a book called “Joy to the World” written by Joyce Huggett and 
came across this beautiful verse which I found so very moving, deeply profound 

and thought invoking, I felt it should be shared. 
 

 I Am 

 

I was regretting the past and fearing the future, 
Suddenly, my Lord was speaking: 

 
My Name is I Am. 

He paused. I waited. He continued. 

When you live in the past, 
With it’s mistakes and regrets, 

 it is hard. 
I am not there. 

My name is not I was. 
 

When you live in the future, 
With it’s problems and fears, 

It is hard. 
I am not there. 

   My name is not I will be. 

 
When you live in this moment, 

  It is not hard. 
  I am here. 

   My Name is 
 I Am. 

 
Take care and God bless 

Joyce Moody x 
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The Lectio Bible reading this morning was from Luke 16 v19-23 and 27b-31.  It is 

about the rich man and Lazarus. The prayer that accompanied it was ‘God of justice, 

awaken your church to costly compassion.  Let us not be content with comfort while 

others suffer.  Make us bearers of hope to the Lazaruses of the world.’  

We are very grateful that our friends, both in and outside of the church, gave us the 

opportunity to bring hope to some of the Lazaruses of this world.  So many people 

contributed in different ways to our ‘Crisis’ fundraising morning and the amount 

raised is £5000. We know that this will make a difference to those who are struggling 

to have their basic needs met or to get back on their feet.  

This is from the Crisis website:  

All of us need a decent home – to be healthy and to thrive. Currently though, this 

basic human need isn’t being met for so many people across the UK. This is 

unacceptable. 

At Crisis we work side by side with thousands of people each year as they find ways 

out of homelessness. We provide practical support to help people access benefits, 

healthcare services, employment opportunities, and more. 

Our main aim is to relieve the huge pressure of homelessness, by helping people find 

safe and affordable homes as quickly as possible. 

We prioritise supporting people who are facing the most complex barriers to ending 

their homelessness and often have nowhere else to turn. As well as helping to end 

homelessness for individuals, we work to address the root causes that push people 

into homelessness in the first place. 

We campaign on the political changes needed to end homelessness for good and 

conduct research to understand and highlight the scale, causes and consequences of 

homelessness. 

We have received a note of thanks from ‘Crisis’ which we think we’ve been supporting 

for about 40 years. Richard has estimated that this amounts to well over £80,000!  So 

once again, thank you to everyone who supported the event this year and to everyone 

who has been there over the last 40. 

 

Alison and Richard 
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Meltham Parish and Care for the world we 
live in. 

 

‘And God saw that the world and all that was in it, was very 

good.’ Genesis Ch 1v 31 

 

As we enter Advent and move towards Christmas outside both St Bartholomew’s 

and St Jame’s are large crib scenes. Have you ever stopped to ponder that Jesus 

was born close to animals and that his first visitors were people, shepherds whose 

life revolved around caring for and protecting their sheep. Men who stayed all night 

on the hillsides to ensure their animals were safe. It was too these men that the 

announcement of Jesus birth by Angels came to these shepherds.  They left their 

sheep and hurried to Bethlehem to find the child. 

While the image of the shepherd out on the hillside at night protecting their sheep 

from wild animals reminds us of the disharmony of our world. It also speak of Gods 

original instructions in the garden of Eden to Adam, an instruction by God to tend 

and protect the garden.  (Genesis Chapter 2 verse 15). 

 As we celebrate Christmas and the birth of Jesus let us remind ourselves of the 

fact that the creation itself will be liberated.  In Romans 8 19  we read “the creation 

waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed…” 

So as we reflect on Jesus birth let us remind ourselves about the shepherds and 

Gods p[purposes not simply for us but the whole creation. 

  

Eco Church  

In our last magazine I wrote about eco church as our parish and PCC have 

committed to working towards a eco church award. Just a reminder that if you want 

to find out more about eco church and caring for the environment then please go to 

Arocha UK’s website 

https://arocha.org.uk/ 

or you can simply look at their eco-church pages 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ 

  

Elizabeth Snowden. 

 

 

 

https://arocha.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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At a recent church service, we sang an Advent hymn which I didn’t know very well, 
but the words are powerful and made me think about the importance of buildings in 
our community as we prepare for Christmas and the coming of the Christ Child. 

 

The hymn is called Christ Be Our Light and includes these words 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 

Longing for warmth, many are cold 

Make us your building, sheltering others 

Walls made of living stone. 

 

We are fortunate to have many splendid, practical and useful buildings which 
enable people to meet together, worship together, participate in a wide variety of 
groups, enjoy coffee and cakes, have opportunities to sing and exercise and much 
more. 

 

In the Crossroads project our volunteers have been busy preparing for Christmas  

The Foodbank, hidden in the basement of the 
Crossroads Centre has been busy putting 
together its Christmas food parcels and providing 
food parcels where needed. These have included 
emergency parcels for those who have been 
recently rehoused in Meltham and lack the basic 
necessities. 

The Crossroads Shop having stocked up 
throughout the year held its annual Christmas on 
a budget Sale  in the Methodist Church.  This will 
have enabled many families to enjoy a happy and 
fun Christmas without finding themselves without 
in the new year. 

The Sewing bees and Crafters in the Centre filled 
the rooms in the Centre with Christmas 
decorations for the Christmas tree festival and 
making goods to sell to raise funds for Kirkwood 
hospice. 
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Please continue to contribute to Meltham Food Bank  

They especially need the following items: 

Semi Skimmed or Whole long life milk, Canned meat meals, Tuna, 

Eggs, Breakfast Cereal, Jam. Other helpful items include; Coffee, Sugar, 

washing up liquid, Toiletries e.g shampoo, shaving cream, shower gel, toothpaste, 

soap and feminine hygiene products. 

Drop into the bins at the Coop in Meltham and Netherton. Fresh & frozen veg 

welcome but these must be delivered to the centre only.  

Financial donations are also welcome.  

Post through the centre door, labelled clearly ‘Food bank’.  

The foodbank is open Mon-Fri, 10am - 12.30pm. 

We are grateful for all the support we get from so many people to run these 
buildings so we can provide warm and welcoming spaces, shelter from the cold and 
lots of cups of coffee for those who call. 

 

From all of us in the Crossroads Project, we wish you a happy and peaceful 
Christmas and all the best for 2026 
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Hair Design 
 

 

 

Alison Dean 

is your local hairdresser 

29 Greensend Road 

Meltham,    HD9 5NW 

Tel. 850234 

Appointments not always 

necessary  

 

Glenn Cope Garage Doors 

All types of garage doors 

 

Repaired, Automated, 

Supplied and fitted. 

 

Phone Glenn  

01484  647650 

 

53 Lower Wellhouse, Golcar 
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Meltham Shoebox Team supporting T4U 
 

The Meltham Shoebox warehouse at St James’ Church received 3899 shoeboxes 
all boxed with love and packed into 377 cartons.  

That’s an incredible 400 more shoesboxes than last year. 
 

They are now on their way to the recipients. 
 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered or who helped in any way, and also many 
thanks to you if you filled a shoebox. 

 
Thank you for all your support.  

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
Weddings - A gift of God in Creation & a means of His grace 

 

Baptisms - We welcome you into the Lord’s family 

 Amelia Bailey,  Sarah Turfrey,  Laura Bowen  

Funerals - May they rest in peace 

Christine Reeves,    Philip Kaye,    David Winterbottom,    Terrence Charlesworth,  

Roger Hartley,    Avril Staveley,    Geoffrey Atkinson    

Anyone wishing to have their loved ones names included in the book of 
Remembrance at St Bartholomew’s (there is a small fee of £5 for church expenses) 

  please contact: Jean Collison : Telephone 851816      
Or email: parishofchristtheking@gmail.com 

Are you a relative of Miriam Crossland? 

Don’t worry, you’re not in trouble!  

The nephew of Elsie Sykes is looking for a relative of Miriam Crossland. 
He has a family Bible which is rightly theirs and would like to return it 

back to the Crossland Family.  

Please get in touch with Fiona Dracup (vicar’s wife) personally or send a 
message to: melthamparishmagazine@gmail.com if you have any 

information, and I can pass this on to the nephew.  Thanks. 
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Saturday 20th December @ 4pm 

Christ Church, Helme 

Forest Church Christingle 

 Join us at Christ Church, Helme, for our forest 

church Christingle! 

An interactive event that has all the elements of a 

traditional Christingle but also using our senses to 

engage with God and the world around us.   

We will gather in the church for a Christmas carol to 

get us in the mood! Then outside to follow a trail that 

will enable us to connect with God whilst building our 

Christingles. We’ll finish off by lighting our 

Christingles in church and a warming hot chocolate 

drink! 

It’s going to be so much fun!! But don’t forget to 

wrap up, wear some boots or wellies, bring a 

torch and maybe bring an umbrella!! 

Weekly Parish Services for the New Year 

A Monthly newsletter will be issued in church with the weekly 

services from January 2026.    

28th* Dec - Joint Parish Communion, St Bart’s 10am 

4th  Jan - St James, 9:30am, St Mary’s, Wilshaw 11:15am 

11th Jan - St Bartholomew’s 9:30am, St Mary’s Wilshaw 11:15am 

18th* Jan - Joint Covenant Service, Meltham Methodist Church 10:30am  

25th* Jan - Joint Parish Communion, St James’ 10:30am 

(*Only this service will be available on these dates) 

For future services & events please follow @MelthamParish for updates 

or go to the parish website: www.melthamparish.co.uk 
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Weekly Parish Services 

You are welcome to join the many weekly services, these are: 

St Bartholomew’s, Meltham  Or St James’, Meltham Mills    

Alternate Sunday’s 10:30am 

First Sunday of the month is a ‘Family Sunday’ service 

Last Sunday evening of the month at 6.30pm is ‘Prayers for the Church’ 

 

Christ Church, Helme  and St Mary’s, Wilshaw   

Joint service held at St Mary’s, Wilshaw weekly   11:15am 

 

Wednesdays: St Bartholomew’s BCP (traditional said service)  10:30am 

Christmas Services in the Parish of Meltham Christ the King 

Saturday 29th November, Christmas Market, Church Hall, at 11am - 4pm 

Sunday 30th November, Carols in the park, at 4:00pm  

Robert Ashton Memorial Park, (off Huddersfield Road/Meltham Mills Road) 

Saturday 13th December, Carols in the pub, at 7:30pm  

The Wagon and Horses. 

Sunday 14th December, Carol service, at 6:00pm  

St Mary’s Church Wilshaw. 

Saturday 20th December, Forest Church Christingle, at 4:00pm  

Christ Church, Helme. - (Please dress warmly, you need your boots and a torch!) 

Sunday 21st 
 
December, Nativity & Carol service, at 4:00pm  

St Bartholomew’s Church, Meltham. 

Christmas Eve 24
th
 December, Crib service, at 4:00pm  

St James Church, Meltham Mills. 

Christmas Eve 24
th
 December, Mid-night Communion, at 11:30pm  

St Bartholomew’s Church. 

Christmas Day Services,  

10am St James, Meltham Mills. 

11:15am St Marys, Wilshaw. 

Christmas Jumper Sunday! 

We’ve all got ‘em! Those fabulous, loud, cheesy 

Christmas jumpers. Wear yours to church on 
Sunday 21st December! 
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The Root Cellar,  

33A Greens End Road, Meltham, 

Holmfirth, HD9 5NW   

Tel. 01484 859229 E: secretary@hdfhs.org.uk  W: www.hdfhs.org.uk   

Facebook: huddersfieldfamilyhistory    Instagram: huddersfieldanddistrictfhs  

Twitter (X): @HDFHS01   
 

Did you know that you can find help to research your family history, and that it is 
right on your doorstep?  The Huddersfield & District Family History Society have a 
suite of computers with access to Ancestry and FindmyPast and many willing and 
experienced volunteers to assist you at their research room in Meltham.  
 

We are based in the modern building to the right as you go up to Greens End Garage, 
just after the Parish Hall on Greens End Road.  We have an extensive family and local 
history library, with a range of books on the subject larger than any you will find in 
libraries around Kirklees.  We can help with research in any part of the UK or beyond.  
If you feel like taking the first steps to what can be an addictive hobby, these are our 
opening times: 

 

Monday to Thursday & Saturday  2.00 pm to 4.30 pm 
Wednesday also   10.00 am to 12.30 pm 
Friday  10.00 am to 12.30 pm 

mailto:secretary@hdfhs.org.uk
http://www.hdfhs.org.uk
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St Bartholomews Flowers 

Flowers have been placed on the communion table in St Bart’s Church by:   
07/12/2025  Advent Flowers   04/1/2026  Available 

14/12/2025  Advent Flowers   11/1/2026  Mr & Mrs A Ball 

21/12/2025  Advent Flowers   18/1/2026  Available 

28/12/2025  Christmas Day Flowers 25/1/2026 Available  

          

  

Flowers are a lovely way to remember loved ones or to celebrate that special 
occasion.  If you would like to put flowers on the Communion table in church we do 

have dates available if you would like to. 
  

Please contact: 
 Catherine Moulson (850171) 

200 CLUB : November & December Winners 

677  £50  Vacant    238  £200  Estate of Mr J Harrison 
589  £10  Mr. M. Brearley  178  £10  Vacant 
120  £10  Mr. G. Norcliffe  235  £10  Estate of Mr J Harrison 
720  £10  Vacant    875  £10  Vacant 

954  £10  Mrs. S. Priestley   897  £10  Vacant 
379  £10  Mrs. P. Redfearn      

Want to join the 200 club? 

It costs just 25p per week (£13 pa). For more info please contact either: 
Michael Farrel 07768258257           m.farrellphd@btinternet.com   

Cath Moulson 850171 

Saturday Coffee Mornings 

9.30am - 12pm at Meltham Church Hall, hosted by local 

organisations.  

6th Dec - Scouts & Guides 3rd Jan - Tom Bolland for Kirkwood 

13th Dec - Christ Church    10th Jan - @ the Methodist 

20th Dec - Gilbert & Sullivan   17th Jan - Hospice 

          24th - Wilshaw Village Hall 

          31st Jan - Stage Co. 
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The three wise men to Mary and Jesus: “Just to be perfectly clear, these gifts are 

for your Birthday and Christmas. Oh there was a forth wiseman but he got turned 

away because he only brought a fruitcake”. 

There once was a king who suffered from dwarfism. He was only 12inches tall, but 

he became a great ruler. 

I’m thinking of selling my Dyson vacuum cleaner, It’s just standing in the corner 

gathering dust all day. 

Did you know there is a vegetable who is kind to everyone? It’s a Sweet Potato. 

I accidentally rubbed some tomato ketchup in my eyes and now I have Heinz sight. 

I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of eating dried grapes, it’s all about 

raisin awareness. 

Walking in the woods one day with a friend we came across a lizard standing on its 

hind legs telling jokes. My friend said, “that lizard is really funny” I said “ That’s not a 

lizard, it’s a standup chameleon”. 

If you sing whilst having a shower and get soap in your eyes, it could be said that 

you have been in a soap opera. 

My great-grandson asked me, “Why does my dad keep telling me bad jokes that 

don’t make me laugh? I replied, “it’s because he wants to help you become a groan 

up”  

If I’m still around (or not) here’s wishing you all a ‘Happy and joyful Christmas and a 

peaceful and happy New Year.  God Bless one and all, Denis A.  

Just For Fun By Denis A 



22 
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Helme Ladies Report 
 

In October our visit to the Mountain Rescue Centre in Marsden was once again 

very enlightening and we were made very welcome. What a fantastic group of 

volunteers they are , going out in all weathers 24/7. We decided to help their costs 

by buying a brick for their fundraising wall. Money well spent we all thought. 

 

Our auction was well attended with the table full of unwanted " goodies", ready for 

us to bid against each other. There is always something we don't really want but 

can't resist! Around £50 was made for our funds so thank you to Dorothy our 

resident auctioneer and Margaret her runner! 

 

The first meeting in November was a very interesting one. The daughter of one of 

our members was the speaker and she gave us a talk about different vaccines and 

how important it is to have them. She talked about the varied strains of viruses and 

the research which goes into making the relevant vaccines which are on offer to all 

of us. We are so lucky to have our N H S. 

 

Our meetings are so varied and this Tuesday saw us making our own candles with 

Hannah, one of our members and her friend Jo. The two friends arrived early and 

set up the room for us while melting the wax in a slow cooker. Apparently they 

hadn't done this demonstration for a long time but they were very professional and 

we all went home with a lovely home made candle. Brilliant! 

 

Next time we will meet for a Beetle drive followed by Christmas lunch at Meltham 

Golf Club two weeks later. Our last meeting of the year. Come and join us in the 

new year. We meet on alternate Tuesday mornings in the church hall.  You will be 

very welcome. 

Janet Rockett 
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Wild Worship 

 

On All Saints Day, St Mary’s/Christ Church had a 

remembrance service in the form of wild church. 

 

As the days darken and the nights 

lengthen, we start to feel the season of remembrance. As we 

grow older, the list in our mind grows longer, and the 

memories can fill us with warmth and joy even in the dark 

evenings, and even through our sadness. 

 

It’s no surprise that it was at this time of year that people 

believed the veil between this world and the next became 

thin. So, when Christianity came to these shores, this 

became the obvious time of year to explore and celebrate 

those who have died, our loved ones, and the saints.  

 

If you take to the streets on Halloween, I think you’ll find that 

God’s spirit is there! He’s there in the many happy families, 

out after teatime. In the way that young teenagers shepherd 

around small siblings. In the way that lonely people who 

never have visitors have an evening where their doorbell 

never stops ringing, and a constant stream of smiles. 

Halloween is closely followed by Remembrance Day. The two 

have much in common really – the idea of love and sacrifice, 

the time to remember those we have loved, and the hope for 

peace. 

 

So, in our service, we combined All Souls, All Saints & Remembrance. We made 

some poppies, using leaves and twigs and mud, and wrote messages onto leaves 

for our prayer tree. We wrote about the saints, the soldiers from our war memorials, 

and the people or the situations that we wanted to bring to God’s attention. 

We had fun, but it was also a spiritual experience.  

 Jacqueline. 
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St Mary’s Report 
 

Hope you are enjoying this beautiful Autumn day now the rain has finally stopped.  

 

As usual the two church families of St Mary's and Christ Church have shared 

services together. We have enjoyed four communion services and Rev John took a 

Baptism service on 21st September when there was standing room only. It was 

such a joy to share this happy time with our guests and to welcome a new member 

into the church family.  

We have enjoyed a Harvest Festival which was led by Rev Dennis and the theme 

was "Harvest Chains" We thought about the links between things grown by the 

farmer all the way to the things we buy in the shop. Rev John blessed the harvest 

gifts which were donated to the food bank. It was good to welcome Captain John 

Smith to lead the  service and to give the talk on 19th October. 

The following week Lay Reader Jacqueline France led an Animal service when 

three dogs attended bringing their owners with them. Dorothy Jones read a poem 

she written entitled "To a Starling" In place of a sermon we heard about the work of 

an assistant dog working with children with autism. Each animal received an 

individual blessing.  

We also enjoyed a Forest church Remembrance service (See left) when we 

remembered those who have died in war. Names of those on the memorials of St 

Mary's and Christ church were read out. Then we thought about it being All Saints 

Tide and about saintly people who have touched our lives. Rev Dennis led the 

second part of the service when he celebrated communion.  

There was no service the following week to allow us to attend the Parish 

Remembrance service in Meltham. Finally Rev John was celebrant at a Holy 

Communion services on 16th November. Our thanks go to all who help prepare 

services, lead our worship and provide music and PowerPoint presentations.   

Parish Memorial Service 

On Sunday November 2nd Rev John Dracup led the Parish Memorial Service at St 

Bartholomew's Church. This service was open to anyone who wished to remember 

a loved. During the service there was an opportunity to light a candle in their 

memory and names of those who have died were read out. Our thanks go to all 

who welcomed and supported those who attended this quiet and respectful 

service, and to those who provided refreshments following the service.  
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JJH PLASTERING 
Free quotations : over skimming 

and boarding : small jobs 

welcome :  

Based in Meltham  

See work on ‘Joshua Horvath’ 
Facebook page. 

Call: 07395 301771 

Email: 
JJHPLASTERING@HOTMAIL.COM 

mailto:JJHPLASTERING@HOTMAIL.COM
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Do you need help with your 

cleaning and shopping?  

Are you, or do you know an elderly 

person?  

Reliable, Trustworthy Person 

available 

For details and to discuss your 

needs ring SARA  

On: 01484 845535 
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 WHAT IS THE POINT OF A DICTIONARY?  
By Pam Murgatroyd 

 

When we were little, my brother would ask:  

“How to spell lots of words, where should I look?”  

“Use the dictionary of course my Mother would say”.  

“But if you can’t spell the word, where do you look?”  

 

Where do you look in a dictionary  

When the first letter is there to confuse?  

How do you look up a word?  

No Matter what edition you use.  

 

You might think you know how to spell,  

But you might hear a different word,  

Where you think you can look it up,  

But using a dictionary would be absurd.  

 

Would you know how to look up ‘knot?’  

When either could start with an ‘N’ or a ‘K’.  

It still sounds like you know, but means something else,  

Knowledge is harder to know than it is to say.  

 

Why do psychology and pneumonia start with a ‘P’  

And gnome and gnarled with a ‘G’?  

Why don’t phone and phonetics start with an ‘F’?  

It is all such a puzzle to me.  

 

So how do I use a dictionary?  

Which is the path to which I am led,  

Where do I look if I can’t spell a word?  

I’ll ask Aleska or Google instead.  
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Jesus, the King on a manger throne 

Happy Christmas and a 

joyful New Year! 

From all the four 

churches of Meltham 

Parish, Christ the King. 


